
Aspen Creek Elementary PTO 
September 11, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 
PTO members in attendance included Allison Malone, Erin Willnerd, Michele Prell, Susan Horst, Stacy 
Eshbach, Michaela Kortus, Natalie Kelsay and Debi Tangeman. There were 18 additional attendees to 
the meeting. The meeting started at 6:36pm. Allison started introductions.  
 
Old Business: 

1. Playground Equipment Purchase 
a. For the 2017-2018 school year, the PTO purchased a Buddy Bench and another set of 

swings. They are set to be installed over this weekend, 9/15/18. 
b. We are hoping to add a large piece of playground equipment for the 2018-2019 school 

year. This can range from $15,000-$100,000 plus installation costs. 
2. Kona Ice Sales from Open House 

a. The PTO received $150 from proceeds of sales 
3. YoYo Berry Appetite night, first day of school 

a. The PTO received $183 from the proceeds of sales 
4. Kindergarten Play Date 

a. It was raining during the event, but there was still a good turnout. 
5. #BeKind T-Shirt Sales 

a. PTO sold 243 shirts the first night and have another 200 orders that have been turned in 
for the second order 

6. Birthday Gram Sales 
a. PTO has gotten over 100 orders and have made close to $600 profit 

 
New Business 

1. Treasurer’s Report & Financials 
a. Susan explained the front page of the report is the summary, the back page is the ledger 
b. T-Shirts currently have a net profit of $2200 
c. Extra expenses for back-to-school includes charges on T-Shirts purchased for all staff, 

paying for the new family meal which was $1000 
d. We have a $20,000 carry over in the checking account from last year, though we are 

required to keep a $3000-$4000 balance 
2. Dragon Dash 9/14/18 

a. Reviewed the schedule of events 
i. 8:15 - 9:00am 2nd Grade  

ii. 9:10 - 9:55am Kindergarten  
iii. 10:05 - 10:50am 1st Grade  
iv. 10:55 - 11:40am 3rd Grade  
v. 1:00 - 1:45pm 4th Grade  

vi. 1:50 - 2:35pm 5th Grade 
b. Discussed how the laps are marked off and counted for the kids/classes 
c. The class that averages the most laps will win a Kona Ice party 
d. Kids will all receive a T-Shirt (purchased by the PTO), banana & water (donated by the 

Gretna Walmart) 
e. We are still looking for volunteers for a few classes 

 
 



3. September Aspen Appetite Night 9/25/18 
a. Originally this was going to be at MacDaros. Their opening has been rough, and they 

asked to be put on hold for a little bit.  
b. Michaela said she looked into 2 options 

i. Angus on 9/25 
ii. Amigos 9/27 

c. Amigos was going to give us 20% off entire sales, so it was decided to go with them. 
Michele will update the Calendar of events in the PTO newsletter 

4. October Family Night 10/5/18 
a. Keeping with the #BeKind theme, this event will feature rock painting with nice 

messages. 
b. Will talk with the Kindness Cub as to where we can put them outside. 
c. Erin suggested maybe the kids could take them home and spread the kindness into the 

community as an additional option. 
5. HyVee Receipts 

a. For those that shop at HyVee (specifically September 2018 through the end of the year), 
if they could turn in all receipts to the school, for every $200 in receipts, the school gets 
$1 back up to $2000. These receipts can include gas receipts 

b. We will be having 3 shopping nights throughout the school year. During this time 10% of 
the entire purchase will come back to the school (this does NOT include gas or 
pharmacy) 

6. Box Tops 
a. The box tops are collected twice a year, the first date being 11/1/2018 
b. The classes will have a competition for the most box tops, the winning class will get a 

popcorn party. 
7. Event Review 

a. Allison provided an additional event list for any attendees to see if they would like to 
volunteer. 

 
Other Discussion Items 

1. Question of setting up an Amazon Smile account. 
a. We would need to be a 501c3 or be able to use the School’s. Wendy was going to look 

into this. 
2. Discussion on not being able to take electronic donations or setup a Paypal account. 

a. One of the attendees mentioned she worked at Paypal and would be able to help get 
this setup since we aren’t our own 501c3 and don’t have our own tax id. Allison was 
going to be in touch with her. 

 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm, Natalie went over the Room Parent folders for those volunteers that 
attended. PTO then passed out the Dragon Dash shirts to all of the classrooms. 


